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Welcome to Chaparral Marching Band!  This is a wonderful group!  As a new band 
parent, you may have many questions.  What follows is a guide for new band 
parents, a “what I wish I would have known when my kid joined marching band,” 
that will hopefully answer many of those questions. 
 
There are a lot of unknowns this year due to the pandemic.  Marching season may 
look quite different than usual this year, but we don’t yet know how things may 
change.  What follows is from a typical season.  We will update you about any 
needed changes as we know more.  

Who is in the band? 
 
8th-12th graders.  Students can join the marching band beginning with Mini Band 
Camp in May right after they finish 7th Grade.  
 

How does it work to be in a high school marching band if my 
child is still in middle school?  
 
Marching Band is not a class this year, so will only meet after school.  8th graders 
will get themselves to Chaparral as soon school gets out to join the rehearsal. 
 

What is Mini Band Camp? 
 
Mini Band Camp is a few days at the end of the school year (after school is out) 
where the marching show for the season is introduced and the students start 
learning the music and the show.  It is held during 2-3 days at the end of May. This 
year, Mini Band Camp was canceled due to the pandemic.  
 

What is Band Camp?  
 
Band Camp is when the students learn the marching show.  It is generally the two 
weeks right before school starts.  In 2020, Band camp is scheduled to be July 
27-31, 1pm-9pm and August 3-7, 4pm-9pm, with a special New Band Member 
Camp July 23-24 from 1pm-6pm. 



What events does the marching band participate in?  
 
Mini Band Camp: Canceled due to the Pandemic 
Parker Days Parade: Canceled due to the Pandemic 
New Member Camp: July 23-24, 1pm-6pm 
Band Camp: July 27-31 1pm-9pm, August 3-7 4pm-9pm 
Homecoming Parade:  September 7-11. 
Home Football Games: 

9/11 Ponderosa 
9/24 Fairview 
10/1 Regis 
10/9 Doherty 
10/30 Legend 

Douglas County Marching Showcase: September 16 
Legacy Marching Festival: September 26 
Douglas County Marching Invitational: October 3 
CBA 5A Metro Regional: October 15 
Arapahoe Marching Band Invitational: October 17 
CBA State Marching Championships: October 23 & 24 
Parker Christmas Carriage Parade: December 12 
 

So, what are those events and how do they work? 
 
Marching Competitions: 
 
Legacy Marching Festival (Legacy), Douglas County Marching Invitational (DCMI), 
CBA 5A Metro Regional (Regionals), Arapahoe Marching Band Invitational 
(Arapahoe), and CBA State Marching Championships (State) are all marching 
competitions.  At each competition, the band will perform their show at prelims, 
the scores they receive determine whether they move on to finals.  
 
Legacy is held at the Adams 12 Five Star Stadium in Thornton.  DCMI is held at the 
Douglas County High School Stadium in Castle Rock.  Both Regionals and 
Arapahoe are held at Littleton Public Schools Stadium in Littleton.  State is held at 
Air Force Academy’s Falcon Stadium in Colorado Springs. 
 



Typically call time will be in the morning and the students will meet at the school, 
rehearse, get uniforms on, perhaps be served a snack, and ride busses to 
wherever the competition is.   At some point during the day, they will be served at 
least one meal, typically lunch and dinner if we make finals.  
 
To watch the performance, parents drive to the competition on their own. 
Tickets (wristbands) are sold separately for Prelims and Finals (or Quarterfinals, 
Semifinals, and Finals for State), or as a combination of both, which offers a small 
discount in price (but you have to gamble on whether or not we’ll make finals. 
We do at most competitions.  Legacy, typically our first competition of the season, 
is also one of the toughest, so we do not always make finals at Legacy).  
 
If parents volunteer with Movers and Shakers (moving props on/off the field) they 
receive a wristband that allows them to watch our show from the sidelines free of 
charge, though there is a limit to how many are available.  
 
Halftime Performances: 

We perform at home football games, both during Halftime and as a pep band in 

the stands.  During the second quarter the band will leave the stands to prepare, 

then perform during halftime.  After the halftime performance, the Servers and 

Bakers serve the students Band Dogs (hot dogs), chips, water, and cookies.  Band 

Boosters who are volunteering with Servers and Bakers and Movers and Shakers 

get to eat as well.  Movers and Shakers are integral to the show, moving props 

and the pit on and off the field.  

Students will be bussed to football games (which are held at Echo Park Stadium 

here in Parker), but will NOT be bussed back.  Students will need to get a ride back 

to Chaparral to put away their uniforms before going home after the game.  

Parades: 

We march in three parades during the year.  The Homecoming Parade is around 

the Stonegate North neighborhood surrounding the school.  Students meet at 

Chaparral, march, and end back at the school.  Parker Days and Parker Christmas 



Carriage Parade are both along Main Street in Parker.  Students are bussed over 

and bussed back to the school.  

What does my student need for competitions? 
 
At the beginning of the season, there will be a uniform fitting.  Each student will 
be provided with a uniform, which consists of: 
Bibbers (the black overall- type marching pants) 
Uniform jacket 
Dinkles (a pair of black marching shoes) 
Shako (hat) and Plume  
Gloves 
Gauntlets (cuffs) 
Rain Jacket 
 
Your student will also be provided a black show shirt and a red show shirt.  The 
black show shirt is worn under the bibbers and jacket.  The red show shirt might 
be changed into during breaks between performances.  
 
Families provide the rest of the clothing needed, which includes: 
Black athletic shorts to wear under the bibbers  
Black socks 
If your student has long hair, they will need to bring bobby pins, hair ties, and a 

hairbrush to keep their hair pinned up underneath the shako.  Hairspray is 
also recommended. 

 
Other items useful to have at competitions: 
Water bottles 
Spending money (concessions, t-shirts, buttons, stickers, etc. are sold at 

competitions) 
Blanket (the stands can get cold when watching other bands perform) 
Long pants if it gets cold during a break when students have changed out of their 

uniforms 
Warm outerwear: Jacket, hoodie, coat, gloves, hats, depending on how cold it is 

(later competitions get quite cold) 



What does my student need for rehearsals? 
 
Red show shirt (or other red t-shirt, you may want to start 
collecting red shirts!) 
Water jug (Many band members use the Coleman 1 Gallon 

Beverage Cooler or the Igloo Half Gallon Jug). Since 
there are many similar water jugs, you may want to 
write your student’s name on theirs with a sharpie. 

Black binder with sleeve protectors for music 
Binder clips (to hold music open) 
Sunscreen 
Snacks.  Rehearsals can be long and dinner can be late. 
Brimmed hat 
“Dot Book” (This is a 3x5 card binder or spiral bound 3x5 cards 

(the binder works well for keeping cards dry when it 
starts to rain) with a cord (two shoelaces tied together) 
strung through the rings so it can be carried over the 
shoulder during rehearsal.  

Packing tape (to tape drill pages into the dot book) 
Pencil 
Chalk (for marking positions on the practice field/parking lot) 
 
 

When do they rehearse? 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from after school until 6:45pm, starting after band camp 

(August 11). 
Sectionals will be scheduled by each section leader.  Section leaders will contact 

your child with that information.  
During Fall Break.  We are asked to stay in town during most of Fall Break so the 

band can rehearse. Regionals, the qualifier for State, are during Fall Break. 
Occasional Saturday rehearsals. (Currently scheduled: 8/15, 8/29, 9/18) 
Occasional Stadium rehearsals, both on Saturdays and during regular rehearsal 

time.  Parents will need to get their student to/from Echo Park for these 
rehearsals. 



 

 

Any other events? 
 
Yes! In addition to the performance events, there are several other events for 
band members throughout marching season (which runs from Mini Band Camp in 
May to State at the end of October or beginning of November) and at the end of 
the year.  
 
 
Mandatory All-Parent Orientation 
Band Picnic 
Demo Night and Band Potluck 
Pie in the Face 
Sectional Events (Sections often plan social events like the Brass Barbecue or less 

formal gatherings such as getting together for lunch or a movie night) 
Band Pool Party  
Trunk or Treat (Often the students miss Halloween celebrations because of State 

competition, so we have a Trunk or Treat for the students and families in 
the school parking lot after rehearsal.) 

Band Dance 
Band Lock-in (typically in May) 
Band Banquet (in May) 
 
 
 
 
 



What is our role as parents? 
 
This is a parent-driven organization.  Parental involvement is expected.  The show 
cannot be performed without parent volunteers.  There are several areas where 
your help would be greatly appreciated.  The most important thing you can do is 
to attend Band Parent Association Meetings.  They are typically held on the 
second Thursday of every month at 7pm in the choir room at Chaparral.  
 
The 2020-2021 Band Parent Association Board is: 
President: Kirsten Miller 
Vice President: Mary Sultan 
Secretary: Heather Hertzler 
Treasurer: Amy Nohrden 
Parent Representative: Jenny Meilstrup (Email or text with any further questions 
you may have.  jenny.meilstrup@gmail.com, 303-526-6362) 
 
The two main places to serve are the Movers & Shakers and Servers & Bakers 
committees: 
 
Movers & Shakers build, load, unload, and move props, as well helping move pit 
instruments.  
 
Servers & Bakers are responsible for serving and preparing the delicious food 
served to the band all season long.  
 
There are many other positions, committees, and fundraisers that need 
volunteers and support as well, including Quartermaster, Craft Fair, Fireworks, 
Restaurant Night, Snack Shack, and others.   Some volunteer opportunities are for 
students, some are for parents; siblings can even help.  There is something for 
everyone.  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jenny.meilstrup@gmail.com


How is all of this paid for? 
 
The Band Camp fee and fundraising.  If all goes as usual, the fee for the 2020 
Marching Band season will be $550 if paid by the end of Band Camp, $575 if paid 
after.  $325 of the fee ($350 if late) is payable to the Boosters; $225 of the fee, 
plus an additional $100 class fee charged by the district, is paid through the My 
School Bucks website with other Douglas County school fees.  
 
The rest is funded through fundraisers.  Fundraisers are necessary to cover the 
costs of the marching season.  Without them, it would cost closer to 
$1000/student.  Our major fundraisers are: 
 
Snack Shack at Stonegate Village Pool: 
(Canceled due to the pandemic) 
 
Our biggest fundraiser of the year, the Chaparral band runs the concessions at the 
Stonegate Pool. We ask EVERY student in the program to work 5 shifts over the 
course of the summer. There are 2 students that work per shift, so your kid can 
find another friend in band and work together. It’s really pretty easy, and fun too - 
and the band benefits as well! Not able to work those 5 shifts? No worries, we 
just ask that you find someone (friend, family member, etc.) to work in your 
place!  We ask that parents, family, and graduated seniors help out during Mini 
Band Camp and Band Camp.  
Student incentives: $5 worth of free snacks, volunteer hours 
 
Parker Days: 
(Canceled due to the pandemic) 
 
Chaparral band parents volunteer to pour beer at the beer tent on 
Thursday/Saturday of Parker Days and the band keeps all of the tips! If you enjoy 
beer, this is the fundraiser for you - you get a free one at the end of your shift! 
Great visibility and PR for the program! 
Parent incentives: FUN!, free beer 
There may be other student volunteer opportunities at Parker Days - Parker 
Chamber has recently handed off organization of this to a 3rd party so we are still 
figuring out details. Stay posted! 
Student incentives: volunteer hours 



Fireworks Stand @Southwest Plaza Mall  
(End of June through July 4th - All-Day. Shifts typically run 4 hours) 
 
This is the highest selling Firework stand in Colorado, and the Chaparral band runs 
it, so we need both student and parents volunteers to make sure it runs 
smoothly! Students are expected to participate.  The closer we get to July 4, the 
more volunteers we need as well!  
Student incentives: we feed them, volunteer hours 
 
Butter Braids Fundraiser 
This fundraiser goes directly to student accounts.  They can use the funds for 
band fees. 
 
Craft Fair 
(December 5th) 
We rent booths to various crafters and artisans at the school and people come to 
shop.  We have a bake sale, a Kids Corner, Santa Claus, and student performers. 
All hands on deck for this one! 
 
Mattress Fundraiser 
(Date TBD) 
Volunteers post signs, dress up as mattresses (the kids love this one), and 
advertise the mattress sale.  Need a mattress?  Shop the sale and the band 
receives some of the proceeds! 
 
All of these fundraisers help raise money for things like food for the kids at 
competitions and the feeder concert, section coaches/staff salaries, new music 
for all of the ensembles to play, new instruments, instrument repairs, etc. Every 
student benefits from the monies raised, so please help us out! 
 
Color Guard Show 
(Spring) 
We host a Winter Guard show at Chaparral and receive a portion of the profits. 
 
SNAP Fundraiser 
(Spring) 
An online donation fundraiser 
 



What else would be useful to know? 
 
Call time is when your student is supposed to be on the field, ready to rehearse. 
So, you’ll want to arrive earlier than call time so there’s time to get out 
instruments, music, etc.  
 
It’s good for parents to have a red Chap Band shirt, or at least a plain red shirt. 
Red shirts are worn at games, competitions, and to volunteer.  
 
There are often copyright issues about sharing videos of the marching 
performance, so please don’t. 
 
First year band students join Set Up Crew, which helps with set up and take down 
before and after rehearsals and events. 
 
Sign up for the Band app (band.us). This is where most updates are posted.  There 
are chats for each section where important section information is shared. And, 
this is where real time information is shared during competitions (like, “We made 
finals! Meet by the trailer.”) 
 
To join the 2020 Chaparral Marching Band on the Band App, scan this QR code! 
 

 
 
 
More places to find band information: 
 

Band Website:  chapband.org/ 
Band Calendar: chapband.org/calendar.html 
Band Facebook: Chaparral Wolverine Marching Band 

facebook.com/groups/100391010069402 
Band Instagram: @chap_band 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/100391010069402/?ref=group_header

